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98-378 Sept. 18, 1998 
For Immediate Release: 
GUEST SPEAKER TO LECTURE ON IMPACT OF FREE TRADE ON MEXICO 
CHARLESTON-- We often hear about how free trade affects the United States, but how 
does it affect other North American countries such as Mexico? 
Othon Banos, professor of sociology at the Automous University of Yucatan in Merida, 
Mexico, will be giving a guest lecture-- "NAFTA and Mexico"-- at 7 p.m., Monday, Sept. 21, in 
the Kansas Room of Eastern Illinois University's Martin Luther King Jr. University Union. The 
presentation is one more in a series of events designed to celebrate Latino Heritage Month. 
Banos has written several books and articles on rural society in Yucatan. He recently shifted 
the focus ofhis research to the impact ofNAFTA and neo-liberalism on rural Mexico. 
He will present his perspective on how free trade affects Mexico, United States and Mexican 
relations and international trade, and trans-national migration and its effects on Mexico. 
Banos is on leave from his job in Mexico and is currently a visiting scholar at Michigan State 
University. 
He graduated from the College of Mexico with a doctorate degree in social sciences 
specializing in sociology and did research for the University of California-San Diego. His books 
have been published throughout the United States as well as Mexico. 
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